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In the late nineteenth century, the Brazilian army staged several campaigns against the settlement of Canudos
in northeastern Brazil. The colony’s residents, primarily disenfranchised former slaves, mestizos, landless
farmers, and uprooted Indians, followed a man known as Antonio Conselheiro (“The Counselor”), who
promoted a communal existence, free of taxes and oppression. To the fledgling republic of Brazil, the
settlement represented a threat to their system of government, which had only recently been freed from
monarchy. Estimates of the death toll at Canudos range from fifteen thousand to thirty thousand.

Sentencing Canudos offers an original perspective on the hegemonic intellectual discourse surrounding this
monumental event in Brazilian history. In her study, Adriana Michele Campos Johnson offers a close
examination of nation building and the silencing of “other” voices through the reinvisioning of history.
Looking primarily to Euclides da Cunha’s Os Sertões, which has become the defining—and nearly
exclusive—account of the conflict, she maintains that the events and people of Canudos have been
“sentenced” to history by this work. Johnson investigates other accounts of Canudos such as local oral
histories, letters, newspaper articles, and the writings of Cunha’s contemporaries, Afonso Arinos and Manoel
Benício, in order to strip away political agendas. She also seeks to place the inhabitants and events of
Canudos within the realm of “everydayness” by recalling aspects of daily life that have been left out of
official histories.

Johnson analyzes the role of intellectuals in the process of culture and state formation and the ensuing
sublimation of subaltern histories and populations. She echoes recent scholarship that posits subalternity as
the product of discourse that must be disputed in order to recover cultural identities and offers a view of
Canudos and postcolonial Latin America as a place to think from, not about.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Westlund:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important for all of us. The book Sentencing Canudos: Subalternity in the
Backlands of Brazil (Pitt Illuminations) seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of
course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book Sentencing Canudos:
Subalternity in the Backlands of Brazil (Pitt Illuminations) is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to
read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Sentencing Canudos: Subalternity in the Backlands
of Brazil (Pitt Illuminations). You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Robert Caldwell:

The book Sentencing Canudos: Subalternity in the Backlands of Brazil (Pitt Illuminations) will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Sentencing Canudos:
Subalternity in the Backlands of Brazil (Pitt Illuminations) is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Joshua Stickley:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Sentencing Canudos: Subalternity in
the Backlands of Brazil (Pitt Illuminations) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction
only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to
start reading as your good habit, you can pick Sentencing Canudos: Subalternity in the Backlands of Brazil
(Pitt Illuminations) become your own personal starter.

Peggy Dunn:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Sentencing
Canudos: Subalternity in the Backlands of Brazil (Pitt Illuminations) which is having the e-book version. So
, why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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