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Adam Smith was a philosopher before he ever wrote about economics, yet until now there has never been a
philosophical commentary on the Wealth of Nations. Samuel Fleischacker suggests that Smith's vastly
influential treatise on economics can be better understood if placed in the light of his epistemology,
philosophy of science, and moral theory. He lays out the relevance of these aspects of Smith's thought to
specific themes in the Wealth of Nations, arguing, among other things, that Smith regards social science as
an extension of common sense rather than as a discipline to be approached mathematically, that he has moral
as well as pragmatic reasons for approving of capitalism, and that he has an unusually strong belief in human
equality that leads him to anticipate, if not quite endorse, the modern doctrine of distributive justice.

Fleischacker also places Smith's views in relation to the work of his contemporaries, especially his teacher
Francis Hutcheson and friend David Hume, and draws out consequences of Smith's thought for present-day
political and philosophical debates. The Companion is divided into five general sections, which can be read
independently of one another. It contains an index that points to commentary on specific passages in Wealth
of Nations. Written in an approachable style befitting Smith's own clear yet finely honed rhetoric, it is
intended for professional philosophers and political economists as well as those coming to Smith for the first
time.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Taylor:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book On Adam Smith's "Wealth of Nations":
A Philosophical Companion. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Mary Ybarra:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This On Adam Smith's
"Wealth of Nations": A Philosophical Companion is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Harriett Costello:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want truly feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel.
Typically the On Adam Smith's "Wealth of Nations": A Philosophical Companion is kind of book which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

Mark Malek:

The book untitled On Adam Smith's "Wealth of Nations": A Philosophical Companion contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very clear to
see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous
author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because
you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice learn.
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