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American cities entered a new phase when, beginning in the 1950s, artists and developers looked upon a
decaying industrial zone in Lower Manhattan and saw, not blight, but opportunity: cheap rents, lax
regulation, and wide open spaces. Thus, SoHo was born. From 1960 to 1980, residents transformed the
industrial neighborhood into an artist district, creating the conditions under which it evolved into an upper-
income, gentrified area. Introducing the idea—still potent in city planning today—that art could be harnessed
to drive municipal prosperity, SoHo was the forerunner of gentrified districts in cities nationwide, spawning
the notion of the creative class.

In The Lofts of SoHo, Aaron Shkuda studies the transition of the district from industrial space to artists’
enclave to affluent residential area, focusing on the legacy of urban renewal in and around SoHo and the
growth of artist-led redevelopment. Shkuda explores conflicts between residents and property owners and
analyzes the city’s embrace of the once-illegal loft conversion as an urban development strategy. As Shkuda
explains, artists eventually lost control of SoHo’s development, but over several decades they nonetheless
forced scholars, policymakers, and the general public to take them seriously as critical actors in the
twentieth-century American city.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Green:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the personas do
it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The Lofts of SoHo:
Gentrification, Art, and Industry in New York, 1950–1980 (Historical Studies of Urban America), you could
tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre,
make them reading a reserve.

Loretta Tellis:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is actually The Lofts of SoHo: Gentrification, Art, and Industry in New York, 1950–1980 (Historical Studies
of Urban America).

Lillian Tobias:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Lofts of SoHo: Gentrification, Art,
and Industry in New York, 1950–1980 (Historical Studies of Urban America) guide written by well-known
writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book.
Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still doubt The Lofts of SoHo: Gentrification, Art, and Industry in New York, 1950–1980
(Historical Studies of Urban America) as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is
one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth
sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Steven Cordell:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named
of book The Lofts of SoHo: Gentrification, Art, and Industry in New York, 1950–1980 (Historical Studies of
Urban America). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could



possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware
about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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