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This book explores the driving forces behind the current government-sponsored resurrection of phonics, and
the arguments used to justify it. It examines the roles played by three key actors--corporate America,
politicians, and state-supported reading researchers--in the formulation of what Strauss terms the neophonics
political program. Essential for researchers, students, and teachers of literacy and reading, and for anyone
seeking to understand what is happening in U.S. public schools today, The Linguistics, Neurology, and
Politics of Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks Out:
*analyzes the political nature of the alleged literacy crisis in the United States, through an investigation of
the political and corporate motives behind the renewed focus on phonics, and media complicity in promoting
the neophonics political program as the solution to the so-called crisis;
*examines the scientific claims of neophonics, including methodology, linguistics, and neuroscience, and
exposes the flaws in its reasoning and the weakness of its arguments;
*addresses the scientific, empirical investigation of letter-sound relationships in English (of phonics itself),
and demonstrates the complexity of the system and its associated benefits and limitations in the theory and
practice of reading;
*proposes actions to help make a return to politically undistorted science and to democratic classrooms a
reality; and
*introduces, in a postscript, a formal analysis of the letter-sound system, using empirically based rules to
convert one finite set of elements, the alphabet, into another, the phonemes of the spoken language.

Offering up-to-date information and an original critique, this book makes two important contributions. One
is the policy analysis linking government agencies, policymakers, and corporate interests. The second is the
neurological and linguistic treatment of why traditional phonics programs are not the solution and why the
rhetoric developed to support their resurgence is so far off the mark.
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From reader reviews:

Aimee Simmons:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of
Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks Out book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Frank Cockerham:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for you is The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks Out this reserve consist a
lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Elvia Ecklund:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics: Silent
"E" Speaks Out or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks Out
to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Ann Macdonald:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by
book. Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra The
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