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In the four years between 1881 and 1885, Canada was forged into one nation by the building of the Canadian
Pacific Railway. The Last Spike reconstructs the incredible story of how some 2,000 miles of steel crossed
the continent in just five years — exactly half the time stipulated in the contract. Pierre Berton recreates the
adventures that were part of this vast undertaking: the railway on the brink of bankruptcy, with one hour
between it and ruin; the extraordinary land boom of Winnipeg in 1881-1882; and the epic tale of how
William Van Horne rushed 3,000 soldiers over a half-finished railway to quell the Riel Rebellion.

Dominating the whole saga are the men who made it all possible — a host of astonishing characters: Van
Horne, the powerhouse behind the vision of atranscontinental railroad; Rogers, the eccentric surveyor;
Onderdonk, the cool New Y orker; Stephen, the most emotional of businessmen; Father Lacombe, the black-
robed voyageur; Sam Steele, of the North West Mounted Police; Gabriel Dumont, the Prince of the Prairies;
more than 7,000 Chinese workers, toiling and dying in the canyons of the Fraser Valley; and many more —
land sharks, construction geniuses, politicians, and entrepreneurs — all of whom played arolein the
founding of the new Canadawest of Ontario.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:
Frank Jorge:

Now aday peoplethat Living in the erawherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Last Spike: The Great
Railway, 1881-1885 book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this
book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Kenneth Copeand:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Last Spike: The Great Railway, 1881-1885 your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each
and every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe
you never get ahead of. The The Last Spike: The Great Railway, 1881-1885 giving you yet another
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better lifein this era.
So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?

Lyndsey L afferty:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This The Last Spike: The Great Railway, 1881-1885 can
give you alot of pals because by you taking alook at this one book you have point that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make
you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Last Spike: The Great Railway, 1881-1885.

Matthew Russell:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide The Last Spike: The Great Railway, 1881-1885 was filled concerning science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some peopl e has distinct feel
when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to
read a e-book. In the modern eralike now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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