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A generation has passed since a physician first noticed that women who drank heavily while pregnant gave
birth to underweight infants with disturbing tell-tale characteristics. Women whose own mothers enjoyed
martinis while pregnant now lost sleep over abowl! of rum raisin ice cream. In Message in a Bottle, Janet
Golden charts the course of Fetal Alcohol Syndrome (FAS) through the courts, media, medical
establishment, and public imagination.

Long considered harmless during pregnancy (doctors even administered it intravenously during labor),
alcohol, when consumed by pregnant women, increasingly appeared to be a potent teratogen and a pressing
public health concern. Some clinicians recommended that women simply moderate alcohol consumption;
others, however, claimed that there was no demonstrably safe level for a developing fetus, and called for
complete abstinence. Even as the diagnosis gained acceptance and labels appeared on al coholic beverages
warning pregnant women of the danger, FAS began to be de-medicalized in some settings. More and more,
FAS emerged in court cases as a viable defense for people charged with serious, even capital, crimes and
their claims were rejected.

Golden argues that the reaction to FAS was shaped by the struggle over women's relatively new abortion
rights and the escalating mediafrenzy over "crack" babies. It was increasingly used as evidence of the moral
decay found within marginalized communities--from inner-city neighborhoods to Indian reservations. With
each reframing, FAS became a currency traded by politicians and political commentators, lawyers, public
health professional's, and advocates for underrepresented minorities, each pursuing separate aims.
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From reader reviews:
William Carroll:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Message
in aBottle: The Making of Fetal Alcohol Syndrome the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each
and every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe
you never get previous to. The Message in a Bottle: The Making of Fetal Alcohol Syndrome giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life
with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern thisis your body and mind will likely be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Teresa Riggs:

Y ou could spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Message in a Bottle: The Making of
Fetal Alcohol Syndromeis simpleto deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, trainin
addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual
e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so
there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

CarlaHeyward:

Y ou may get this Message in a Bottle: The Making of Fetal Alcohol Syndrome by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern eraincluding now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade.
Let'stry to choose right ways for you.

Rose Heck:

As acollege student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or
real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at thistime
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore, this Message in a Bottle: The Making of Fetal Alcohol Syndrome can make
you truly feel more interested to read.
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