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"An Imam in Paris lets us share the responses of a highly intelligent scholar ... Daniel L. Newman is to be
congratulated on making the first translation into English of this remarkable book, and on supporting the text
with a first-class introduction and with footnotes that are as full as one could wish"—Times Literary
Supplement

"A touchstone for thinking about the tangled relations between Islam and modernity ... the most amazing and
entertaining curiosity"—Matthew J. Reisz, Jewish Quarterly

In the 1820s, Rifa'a Rafi' al-Tahtawi, a young Muslim cleric, travelled to Paris as a leading member of the
first Egyptian educational mission, where, during a stay of five years, he documented his observations on
European culture.

His account, Takhlis al-Ibriz fi Talkhis Bariz (The Quintessence of Paris), is one of the earliest and most
influential records of the Muslim encounter with Enlightenment-era's European ideas, introducing ideas of
modernity to his native land. Al-Tahtawi’s work offers invaluable insight into early conceptions of Europe
and the "Other". His observations are as vibrant and palpable today as they were over one hundred and fifty
years ago; informative and often acute, to very humorous effect.

An irrefutable classic, this new edition of the first English translation is of seminal value. It is introduced and
carefully annotated by a scholar fluent in the life, times, and milieu of its narrator.

Daniel L. Newman is professor of Arabic and course director of the master's program in Arabic-English
Translation and Interpreting at the University of Durham. His other works include Modern Arabic Short
Stories: A Bilingual Reader (with Ronak Husni, Saqi Books, 2008).
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From reader reviews:

Carlos McNerney:

This An Imam In Paris: Al-Tahtawi's Visit To France 1826-1831 (Saqi Essentials) is great publication for
you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and still
have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or
we can say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having An Imam In Paris: Al-Tahtawi's Visit To France 1826-1831 (Saqi Essentials) in
your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , it is
good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Carol Ratliff:

This An Imam In Paris: Al-Tahtawi's Visit To France 1826-1831 (Saqi Essentials) is completely new way for
you who has attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you
onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this An
Imam In Paris: Al-Tahtawi's Visit To France 1826-1831 (Saqi Essentials) can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself
in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss
this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.

David Blunt:

You will get this An Imam In Paris: Al-Tahtawi's Visit To France 1826-1831 (Saqi Essentials) by check out
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties
for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.

Nancy Herman:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book An Imam In Paris: Al-Tahtawi's Visit To France
1826-1831 (Saqi Essentials) to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the



opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and read it.
Beside that the book An Imam In Paris: Al-Tahtawi's Visit To France 1826-1831 (Saqi Essentials) can to be
your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that
time.
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