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“O, my friends, there is no friend.” The most influential of contemporary philosophers explores the idea of
friendship and its political consequences, past and future.

Until relatively recently, Jacques Derrida was seen by many as nothing more than the high priest of
Deconstruction, by turns stimulating and fascinating, yet always somewhat disengaged from the central
political questions of our time. Or so it seemed. Derrida’s “political turn,” marked especially by the
appearance of Specters of Marx, has surprised some and delighted others. In The Politics of Friendship
Derrida renews and enriches this orientation through an examination of the political history of the idea of
friendship pursued down the ages.

Derrida’s thoughts are haunted throughout the book by the strange and provocative address attributed to
Aristotle, “my friends, there is no friend” and its inversions by later philosophers such as Montaigne, Kant,
Nietzsche, Schmitt and Blanchot. The exploration allows Derrida to recall and restage the ways in which all
the oppositional couples of Western philosophy and political thought—friendship and enmity, private and
public life—have become madly and dangerously unstable. At the same time he dissects genealogy itself, the
familiar and male-centered notion of fraternity and the virile virtue whose authority has gone unquestioned in
our culture of friendship and our models of democracy

The future of the political, for Derrida, becomes the future of friends, the invention of a radically new
friendship, of a deeper and more inclusive democracy. This remarkable book, his most profoundly important
for many years, offers a challenging and inspiring vision of that future.
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From reader reviews:

Marc Starr:

This The Politics of Friendship (Radical Thinkers) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This
particular The Politics of Friendship (Radical Thinkers) without we understand teach the one who looking at
it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry The Politics of Friendship (Radical
Thinkers) can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because
you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Politics of Friendship (Radical Thinkers)
having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Carol Pyles:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled The Politics of Friendship (Radical Thinkers) your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get prior to. The The Politics of Friendship (Radical Thinkers) giving you an additional
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your better life
within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out
spare time activity?

Georgette Tang:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The The Politics of Friendship (Radical Thinkers) offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Colin Wegner:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Politics of Friendship (Radical Thinkers)
can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare
time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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