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No two works in the Pauline Epistles resemble each other as closely as Colossians and Ephesians. Often
recognized for their majestic tone and powerful theological statement, Colossians and Ephesians also present
many challenges of interpretation. Most commentaries on these letters seem preoccupied with the same few
issues, particularly the question of authorship. As MacDonald addresses these classic questions, she offers a
fresh perspective on Colossians and Ephesians by making use of insights from the social sciences. Moreover,
by paying attention to subtle differences between the two letters, she brings their distinct perspectives into
sharp relief.

MacDonald highlights the interplay between Colossians and Ephesians and the social life of New Testament
communities. She illustrates how the texts reflect ancient cultural values and are influenced by particular
aspects of community life such as worship and household existence. In particular, she reflects on the issues
faced by these communities as they formed institutions and interacted with the society around them. She
shows the struggles of the New Testament communities to survive and maintain a distinct identity in first-
century society.

Chapters under Colossians are Greeting (1:1-2)," "Thanksgiving for the Colossians (1:3-8)," "Prayer on
Behalf of the Colossians (1:9-14,)" "The Christ-Hymn (1:15-20),""Application of Hymn to the Situation in
Colossae (1:21-23)," "Paul's Authority in Colossae and Laodicea (1:24-2:7)," "Debate with the Opponents:
The Power of the Risen Christ (2:8-15)," "Debate with the Opponents: Warnings Against Ascetic Practices
(2:16-23)," "New Life in Light of the Resurrection (3:1-4)," "Ethical Guidelines for a New Life (3:5-17),"
"The Households of Believers(3:18-4:1)," "Prayer, Mission, and Contact with Outsiders (4:2-6),"
"Conclusion: Personal Notes and Greetings (4:7-18)."

Chapters under Ephesians are "Greeting (1:1-2)," "Blessing (1:3-14)," "Thanksgiving and Prayer (1:15-23),"
"The Consequences of Life Together with Christ (2:1-10)," "The Unity of Jews and Gentiles Created by
Christ (2:11-22)," "The Apostle as Interpreter of the Divine Mystery (3:1-13)," "Prayer and Doxology (3:14-
21)," "The Unity of the Spirit (4:1-16)," "The Sons of Disobedience and the Children of Light (4:17-5:20),"
"The Households of Believers (5:21-6:9)," "Doing Battle with Evil (6:10-20)," "Conclusion: Personal
Matters and Final Blessing (6:21-24)."

Margaret Y. MacDonald is a professor in the department of religious studies at St. Francis Xavier University
in Nova Scotia.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Hunnicutt:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Colossians and Ephesians (Sacra Pagina Series).

Nathan Ramsey:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Colossians and Ephesians (Sacra Pagina
Series) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun.
Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Alison Caulfield:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster.
And you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer
that question due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need that Colossians and Ephesians
(Sacra Pagina Series) to read.

Karen Huff:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Colossians and Ephesians (Sacra
Pagina Series) or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book
likes Colossians and Ephesians (Sacra Pagina Series) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.
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