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At 4:00 am, Leonida Wanyama lit a lantern in her house made of sticks and mud. She was up long before the
sun to begin her farm work, as usual. But this would be no ordinary day, this second Friday of the new year.
This was the day Leonida and a group of smallholder farmers in western Kenya would begin their exodus, as
she said, “from misery to Canaan,” the land of milk and honey.
Africa’s smallholder farmers, most of whom are women, know misery. They toil in a time warp, living and
working essentially as their forebears did a century ago. With tired seeds, meager soil nutrition, primitive
storage facilities, wretched roads, and no capital or credit, they harvest less than one-quarter the yields of
Western farmers. The romantic ideal of African farmers––rural villagers in touch with nature, tending
bucolic fields––is in reality a horror scene of malnourished children, backbreaking manual work, and
profound hopelessness. Growing food is their driving preoccupation, and still they don’t have enough to feed
their families throughout the year. The wanjala––the annual hunger season that can stretch from one month
to as many as eight or nine––abides.
But in January 2011, Leonida and her neighbors came together and took the enormous risk of trying to
change their lives. Award-winning author and world hunger activist Roger Thurow spent a year with four of
them––Leonida Wanyama, Rasoa Wasike, Francis Mamati, and Zipporah Biketi––to intimately chronicle
their efforts. In The Last Hunger Season, he illuminates the profound challenges these farmers and their
families face, and follows them through the seasons to see whether, with a little bit of help from a new social
enterprise organization called One Acre Fund, they might transcend lives of dire poverty and hunger.
The daily dramas of the farmers’ lives unfold against the backdrop of a looming global challenge: to feed a
growing population, world food production must nearly double by 2050. If these farmers succeed, so might
we all.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Flynn:

The book The Last Hunger Season: A Year in an African Farm Community on the Brink of Change make
you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book The Last Hunger Season: A Year in an African Farm Community on the Brink of Change to
become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a publication The Last
Hunger Season: A Year in an African Farm Community on the Brink of Change. Kinds of book are several.
It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Kent Dennis:

This book untitled The Last Hunger Season: A Year in an African Farm Community on the Brink of Change
to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can
get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this
publication from your list.

Clinton Perez:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The Last Hunger Season: A
Year in an African Farm Community on the Brink of Change that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people
to know world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you
who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick The Last Hunger Season: A Year in an
African Farm Community on the Brink of Change become your own personal starter.

Mildred Shaw:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Last Hunger Season:
A Year in an African Farm Community on the Brink of Change which is obtaining the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's notice.
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