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This astonishing book charts the history and practice of ritual samurai suicide from ancient times until the
20th century through primary sources, both literary and historical, many of them never before translated into
English. The author has worked from documents such as medieval war tales, records of the samurai domains,
and execution handbooks. The book benefits from an extensive introduction, footnotes, and bibliography, but
is written also to appeal to the general reader. It is divided into four basic sections: "History to 1600" looks at
cases of ritual suicide taken from historical texts from the 8th to the 17th century. "The Seppuku Ritual"
draws on previously untranslated seppuku manuals from the 18th and 19th centuries to explain the correct
procedure and etiquette, as well as the different stomach-cutting procedures, types of swords, attire, location,
and even the refreshments served at the seppuku ceremony. "History after 1600" focuses on famed cases up
to and including the 20th century, and "Paradigms" offers a selection of short quotations from authors and
commentators down the centuries that sum up Japanese and non-Japanese attitudes to seppuku.

"As for when to die, make sure you are one step ahead of everyone else. Never pull back from the brink. But
be aware that there are times when you should die, and times when you should not. Die at the right moment
and you will be a hero. Die at the wrong moment, and you will die like a dog." -- Izawa Nagahide, The
Warrior's Code, 1725
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Drake:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the information
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this
Seppuku: A History of Samurai Suicide.

David Burch:

The e-book with title Seppuku: A History of Samurai Suicide contains a lot of information that you can learn
it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in
this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read
the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Guadalupe Hauser:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Seppuku: A History of Samurai Suicide why because
the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.

John Almanzar:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Seppuku: A History of Samurai Suicide
or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire
to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes
Seppuku: A History of Samurai Suicide to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book
like this.
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