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Is it possible that the soldiers of mass atrocities - Adolph Eichmann in Nazi Germany and Alfredo Astiz in
Argentina's "Dirty War", for example - act under conditions that prevent them from recognising their crimes?
In the aftermath of catastrophic, state-sponsored mass murder, how are criminal courts to respond to those
who either gave or carried out the military orders that seem unequivocally criminal? This important book
addresses Hannah Arendt's controversial argument that perpetrators of mass crimes are completely unaware
of their wrongdoing, and therefore existing criminal laws do not adequately address these defendants. Mark
Osiel applies Arendt's ideas about the kind of people who implement bureaucratised large-scale atrocities to
Argentina's "Dirty War" of the 1970s, and he also delves into the social conditions that could elicit such
reprehensible conduct. He focuses on Argentine navy captain Astiz, who led one of the most notorious
abduction squads, to discover how he and other junior officers could justify the murders of more than ten
thousand suspected "subversives". Osiel concludes that legal stipulations labeling certain deeds as manifestly
illegal are indefensible. He calls for a significant change in the laws of war to preserve both justice and the
possibility of dialogue between factions in such sharply divided societies as Argentina. Osiel's proposals
have profound implications for future prosecutions of Pinochet's lieutenants, Milosevic's henchmen, the
willing executioners of Rwanda and East Timor, and other perpetrators of state-endorsed murder and torture.
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From reader reviews:

Hazel Polk:

Typically the book Mass Atrocity, Ordinary Evil, and Hannah Arendt: Criminal Consciousness in
Argentina's Dirty War has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The
book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Barbara Mobley:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be read. Mass Atrocity, Ordinary Evil, and Hannah Arendt: Criminal Consciousness in Argentina's Dirty
War can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Henry Hedrick:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Mass Atrocity, Ordinary Evil, and
Hannah Arendt: Criminal Consciousness in Argentina's Dirty War is simple to create you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in
your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Nancy Chinn:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and Mass Atrocity, Ordinary Evil, and Hannah Arendt: Criminal
Consciousness in Argentina's Dirty War or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes Mass Atrocity, Ordinary Evil, and Hannah Arendt: Criminal
Consciousness in Argentina's Dirty War to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of
book like here.
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