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Winner of the Society for Military History Distinguished Book Award 2011 The horrific series of conflicts
known as the Thirty Years War (1618-48) tore the heart out of Europe, killing perhaps a quarter of all
Germans and laying waste to whole areas of Central Europe to such a degree that many towns and regions
never recovered. All the major European powers apart from Russia were heavily involved and, while each
country started out with rational war aims, the fighting rapidly spiralled out of control, with great battles
giving way to marauding bands of starving soldiers spreading plague and murder. The war was both a
religious and a political one and it was this tangle of motives that made it impossible to stop. Whether
motivated by idealism or cynicism, everyone drawn into the conflict was destroyed by it. At its end a
recognizably modern Europe had been created but at a terrible price. Peter Wilson's book is a major work,
the first new history of the war in a generation, and a fascinating, brilliantly written attempt to explain a
compelling series of events. Wilson's great strength is in allowing the reader to understand the tragedy of
mixed motives that allowed rulers to gamble their countries' future with such horrifying results. The principal
actors in the drama (Wallenstein, Ferdinand II, Gustavus Adolphus, Richelieu) are all here, but so is the
experience of the ordinary soldiers and civilians, desperately trying to stay alive under impossible
circumstances.
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From reader reviews:

Ronnie Hamilton:

Here thing why this particular Europe's Tragedy: A History Of The Thirty Years War are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports
which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Europe's Tragedy: A History Of The Thirty Years War giving
you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that
similar with Europe's Tragedy: A History Of The Thirty Years War. It gives you thrill examining journey, its
open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. For
anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Europe's Tragedy: A
History Of The Thirty Years War in e-book can be your choice.

Latoya Brown:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Europe's Tragedy: A History Of The Thirty Years War, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Allison Phelps:

Europe's Tragedy: A History Of The Thirty Years War can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing Europe's
Tragedy: A History Of The Thirty Years War although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Houston Boynton:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but novel and Europe's Tragedy: A History Of The Thirty
Years War or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially.



Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any
other book likes Europe's Tragedy: A History Of The Thirty Years War to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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