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A fifteen-year-old widow runs across a bridge to catch a train bound for Trichi. Sowmya is running away to
make sense of the events that had seized her body and her mind, and had ripped apart her world. She is
determined to flee her destiny of numbing isolation within her community, the Brahmins of the Thanjavur
district in South India. Her plans pivot when she meets a devadasi--an aging dancer--in her compartment.
When the woman Mallika opens her drawstring bag and buys Sowmya her dinner, Sowmya recognizes what
she needs to overcome her own condition, that of a young woman in possession of a thin cotton sari, a head
shorn clean, and little else. She asks Mallika how she too can achieve that kind of power--the power to open
a bag and pull out money. Thus begins Sowmya's transformation in the city by the sea, Madras, which is in
the grip of its own political and social changes while India is struggling to seize its independence from the
imperial British raj. Here she learns the beauty of dance from Mallika, and the sweetness and agony of
falling in love with a married man. The cinema brings unimagined opportunities and all the power and riches
that she could desire, but it also consumes her relentlessly. When a letter arrives, Sowmya begins her quest to
regain everything that had been lost when she once lived in that small village tucked into a little bend of the
Kaveri River.
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From reader reviews:

Alice Black:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this Desire of the
Moth: a novel.

Gerald Sosa:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Desire of the Moth: a novel why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside
or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you
to pick up this book.

Bessie Scudder:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Desire of the Moth: a novel or perhaps others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other
book likes Desire of the Moth: a novel to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like
here.

Christopher Walker:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Desire of the Moth: a novel to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading.
Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and looking
at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the
book Desire of the Moth: a novel can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse
in what must you're doing of these time.
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