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The 1850s offered the last remotely feasible chance for the United States to steer clear of Civil War. Yet
fundamental differences between North and South about slavery and the meaning of freedom caused political
conflictsto erupt again and again throughout the decade as the country lurched toward secession and war.
With their grudging acceptance of the Compromise of 1850 and the election of Franklin Pierce as president
in 1852, most Americans hoped that sectional strife and political upheava had come to an end. Extremistsin
both North and South, abolitionists and secessionists, testified to the prevailing air of complacency by their
shared frustration over having failed to bring on some sort of conflict. Both sets of zeal ots wondered what it
would take to convince the masses that the other side still menaced their respective visions of liberty. And, as
new divisive issues emerged in national politics-with davery still standing as the major obstacle-compromise
seemed more elusive than ever. As the decade progressed, battle lines hardened. The North grew more
hostile to davery while the South seized every opportunity to spread it. 'lmmigrant Aid Societies flourished
in the North, raising money, men, and military supplies to secure afree soil mgjority in Kansas. Southerners
flocked to the territory in an effort to fight off antislavery. After his stirring vilification of the institution of
davery, Massachusetts senator Charles Sumner was brutally attacked on the floor of the United States
Senate. Congress, whose function was to peacefully resolve disputes, became an armed camp, with menin
both houses and from both sections arming themselves within the capitol building. In October 1858, Senator
William Henry Seward said that the nation was headed for an 'irrepressible conflict.' In spite of the progress
ushered in by the decade's enormous economic growth, the country was self destructing. The Shattering of
the Union: Americain the 1850sis a concise, readable analysis and survey of the major ideas and events that
resulted in the Civil War. The first scholarly synthesis of Americas final antebellum decade to be published
in more than twenty years, this essential overview incorporates methods and findings by recognized
historians on politics, society, race relations, ideology, and slavery. This book is a fascinating look at one of
the pivotal decadesin U.S. history. For the second edition, the author has incorporated new scholarship
throughout and added brief biographical sketches of the individuals mentioned in the book (in an appendix).
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From reader reviews:
Scott Halpin:

This The Shattering of the Union: Americain the 1850s (The American Crisis Series. Books on the Civil
War Era) book isnot ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by
reading this book isinformation inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting
deeper aperson read alot of information you will get. This The Shattering of the Union: Americain the
1850s (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) without we understand teach the one who
examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Shattering of the
Union: Americain the 1850s (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) can bring once you
are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves turn into full because you can haveit in your lovely
laptop even telephone. This The Shattering of the Union: Americain the 1850s (The American Crisis Series:
Books on the Civil War Era) having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really
fedl uninterested in reading.

Lisa Thomason:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which isin the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Shattering of the Union: Americain the 1850s
(The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) as your daily resource information.

ThomasEllis;

The guide untitled The Shattering of the Union: Americain the 1850s (The American Crisis Series. Books
on the Civil War Era) is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the
publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did alot of exploration when write the book, so the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of The Shattering of
the Union: Americain the 1850s (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy freetime.

Steven Evans:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as
in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be The Shattering of the Union: Americain the



1850s (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) why because the amazing cover that make
you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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