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Descartes, Spinoza and Leibniz stand out among their seventeenth-century contemporaries as the great
rationalist philosophers. Each sought to construct a philosophical system in which theological and
philosophical foundations serve to explain the physical, mental and moral universe. Through a careful
analysis of their work, Pauline Phemister explores the rationalists seminal contribution to the development of
modern philosophy.

Broad terminological agreement and a shared appreciation of the role of reason in ethics do not mask the
very significant disagreements that led to three distinctive philosophical systems: Cartesian dualism,
Spinozan monism and Leibnizian pluralism. The book explores the nature of, and offers reasons for, these
differences. Phemister contends that Spinoza and Leibniz developed their systems in part through
engagements with and amendment of Cartesian philosophy, and critically analyses the arguments and
contributions of all three philosophers. The clarity of the authors discussion of their key ideas including their
views on knowledge, universal languages, the nature of substance and substances, bodies, the relation of
mind and body, freedom, and the role of distinct perception and reason in morals will make this book the
ideal introduction to rationalist philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Jacobs:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Rationalists: Descartes, Spinoza and Leibniz. You
can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book
The Rationalists: Descartes, Spinoza and Leibniz. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing
you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-
book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Cortney Roller:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Rationalists: Descartes, Spinoza and Leibniz, it
is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout
type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Melissa Jackson:

The book untitled The Rationalists: Descartes, Spinoza and Leibniz contain a lot of information on the idea.
The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people,
so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author
provides you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Marisa Reber:

This The Rationalists: Descartes, Spinoza and Leibniz is brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to
look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Rationalists: Descartes, Spinoza and
Leibniz can be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get
through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the
e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with
knowledge.
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