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“The business of sports has been completely transformed over the course of my lifetime, and Players is
a riveting behind-the-scenes look at the beginnings of that revolution. I couldn’t put it down.” —Billy
Beane

The astonishing untold story of the people who transformed sports, in the span of a single generation,
from a job that required top athletes to work in the off-season to make ends meet into a massive global
business.

In the cash-soaked world of contemporary sports, where every season brings news of higher salaries,
endorsement deals, and television contracts, it is mind-boggling to remember that as recently as the 1970s
elite athletes earned so little money that many were forced to work second jobs in the off-season. Roger
Staubach, for example, made only $25,000 in his first season as the starting quarterback for the Dallas
Cowboys and wound up selling commercial real estate during the summer. Today, when Fortune reports that
every athlete on its Top 50 list makes more than twenty million dollar per year, it’s clear that a complete
reversal of power has occurred right before our eyes.

Players is the first book to tell the astonishing narrative behind the creation of the modern sports business—a
true revolution that moved athletes from the bottom of the financial pyramid to the top. It started in 1960,
when a young Cleveland lawyer named Mark McCormack convinced a young golfer named Arnold Palmer
to sign with him. McCormack simply believed that the best athletes had more commercial value than they
realized—and he was right. Before long, he raised Palmer’s annual off-the-course income from $5,000 to
$500,000 and forever changed the landscape of the sports world.

In Players, veteran Wall Street Journal sports reporter Matthew Futterman introduces a wide-ranging cast of
characters to tell the story of the athletes, agents, TV executives, and league officials who together created
the dominating and multifaceted sports industry we know today. Beginning with Palmer and McCormack’s
historic partnership, Players features details of the landmark moments of sports that have never been
revealed before, including how legendary Wide World of Sports producer Roone Arledge realized that the
way to win viewers was to blend sports and human drama; the 1973 Wimbledon boycott, when eighty-one of
the top tennis players in the world protested the suspension of Nikola Pilic; and baseball pitcher Catfish
Hunter’s battle to become MLB’s first free agent.

Players is a gripping, fly-on-the-wall account of the creation and rise of the modern sports world and the
people who fought to make it happen. From the professionalization of the Olympics to the outsize influence
of companies like IMG, Nike, and ESPN, this fascinating book details the wild evolution of sports into the
extravaganza we experience today, and the inevitable trade-offs those changes have wrought.
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From reader reviews:

Amy McCarter:

The guide with title Players: The Story of Sports and Money, and the Visionaries Who Fought to Create a
Revolution has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book.
This kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world.
This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on
your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Kori Pierson:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several
books in the top record in your reading list is definitely Players: The Story of Sports and Money, and the
Visionaries Who Fought to Create a Revolution. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can
get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can
get many advantages.

Carlos McNerney:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know everything
we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This reserve Players: The Story of Sports and Money, and the Visionaries Who Fought
to Create a Revolution was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book you wanted.

Bobbie Freeman:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Players: The Story of Sports and Money, and the
Visionaries Who Fought to Create a Revolution or others sources were given understanding for you. After
you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created
for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional
case, beside science book, any other book likes Players: The Story of Sports and Money, and the Visionaries
Who Fought to Create a Revolution to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like
this.
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