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How and when did Americans develop their obsession with guns? Is gun-related violence so deeply
embedded in American historical experience as to be immutable? The accepted answers to these questions
are "mythology," says Michael A. Bellesiles.

Basing his arguments on sound and prodigious research, Bellesiles makes it clear that gun ownership was the
exception--even on the frontier--until the age of industrialization. In Colonial America the average citizen
had virtually no access to or training in the use of firearms, and the few guns that did exist were kept under
strict control. No guns were made in America until after the Revolution, and there were few gunsmiths to
keep them in repair.

Bellesiles shows that the U.S. government, almost from its inception, worked to arm its citizens, but it met
only public indifference and resistance until the 1850s, when technological advances--such as repeating
revolvers with self-contained bullets--contributed to a surge in gun manufacturing. Finally, we see how the
soaring gun production engendered by the Civil War, and the decision to allow soldiers to keep their
weapons at the end of the conflict, transformed the gun from a seldom-needed tool to a perceived necessity--
opposing ideas that are still at the center of the fight for and against gun control today.

Michael A. Bellesiles's research set off a chain of passionate reaction after its publication in the Journal of
American History in 1996, and Arming America is certain to be one of the most controversial and widely
read books on the subject.
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From reader reviews:

Carroll Torres:

This Arming America: The Origins of a National Gun Culture book is not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will
get. This Arming America: The Origins of a National Gun Culture without we know teach the one who
looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry Arming America: The
Origins of a National Gun Culture can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Arming America:
The Origins of a National Gun Culture having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Roger Lindsey:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Arming America: The Origins of a
National Gun Culture is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Annamarie Hernandez:

The feeling that you get from Arming America: The Origins of a National Gun Culture is the more deep you
searching the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to be aware of but Arming America: The Origins of a National Gun Culture giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood
through anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that Arming America: The Origins of a
National Gun Culture instantly.

Robert Mills:

This Arming America: The Origins of a National Gun Culture is great guide for you because the content that
is full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute.
This book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you
are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences
but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Arming America: The Origins of a
National Gun Culture in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one



particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this guide
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?
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