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This is a book about passion, obsession and discovery in an amazing land, but also about the voyage of
a highly talented composer and writer.

A House in Bali remains one of the most remarkable books ever written about the fabled island of Bali. This
classic book tells the story of Balinese culture through a history of Balinese music.

First published in 1947, it tells the story of the writer and composer Colin McPhee's (1900–64) obsession
with a music once unknown to the West, and of his journey to Bali to experience it firsthand. In 1929, the
young Canadian– born musician chanced upon rare gramophone recordings of Balinese gamelan music
which were to change his life forever. From that moment, he lived for the day when he could set foot on the
island where the clear, metallic music originated. He was able to realize his dreams and spent almost a
decade there during the 1930's. Music of Bali and dance, as McPhee discovered to his delight, are second
nature to the Balinese, and his subsequent writings and compositions proved seminal in popularizing
Balinese gamelan music in the West.

In A House in Bali, McPhee unfolds a beguiling picture of a society long established, staggeringly poor in
Western terms, but rich beyond belief in spiritual values and joy. The young composer writes about his
discoveries of music in Bali and growing understanding of an astonishing culture where the arts are a prime
preoccupation, and of the arts, music is supreme. Much has been written on Bali, but this classic work from
1947 remains the only narrative by a Western musician.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Antoine:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of
them is this A House in Bali.

Jessica Davis:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The A
House in Bali will give you new experience in reading a book.

Felix Smith:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This A House in Bali is simple to
deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to
bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the
book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Nancy Herman:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
known as of book A House in Bali. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book,
it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about
guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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