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In Narrative Theology and the Hermeneutical Virtues: Humility, Patience, Prudence, Jacob L. Goodson
offers a philosophical analysis of the arguments and tendencies of Hans Frei’s and Stanley Hauerwas’
narrative theologies. Narrative theology names a way of doing theology and thinking theologically that is
part of a greater movement called “the return to Scripture.” The return to Scripture movement makes a case
for Scripture as the proper object of study within Christian theology, philosophy of religion, and religious
ethics. While thinkers within this movement agree that Scripture is the proper object of study within
philosophy and religious studies, there is major disagreement over what the word “narrative” describes in
narrative theology.

The Yale theologian, Hans Frei, argues that because Scripture is the proper object of study within Christian
theology and the philosophy of religion, Scripture must be the exclusive object of study. To think
theologically means paying as close attention as possible to the details of the biblical narratives in their
“literal sense.” Different from Frei’s contentions, the Christian ethicist at Duke University, Stanley
Hauerwas claims: if Scripture is the proper object of study within Christian theology, then the category of
narrative teaches us that we ought to give our scholarly attention to the interpretations and performances of
Scripture. Hauerwas emphasizes the continuity between the biblical narratives and the traditions of the
church. This disagreement is best described as a hermeneutical one: Frei thinks that the primary place where
interpretation happens is in the text; Hauerwas thinks that the primary place where interpretation occurs is in
the community of interpreters.

In order to move beyond the dichotomy found between Frei’s and Hauerwas’ work, but to remain within the
return to Scripture movement, Goodson constructs three hermeneutical virtues: humility, patience, and
prudence. These virtues help professors and scholars within Christian theology, philosophy of religion, and
religious ethics maintain objectivity in their fields of study.
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From reader reviews:

John Lyons:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Narrative Theology and the Hermeneutical Virtues: Humility, Patience,
Prudence. Try to stumble through book Narrative Theology and the Hermeneutical Virtues: Humility,
Patience, Prudence as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes
you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Jennifer Bryan:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Narrative Theology and the
Hermeneutical Virtues: Humility, Patience, Prudence book since this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Robert Eslinger:

This Narrative Theology and the Hermeneutical Virtues: Humility, Patience, Prudence are generally reliable
for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Narrative Theology and the
Hermeneutical Virtues: Humility, Patience, Prudence can be on the list of great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that possibly will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Narrative Theology and the
Hermeneutical Virtues: Humility, Patience, Prudence forcing you to have an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So ,
let's have it appreciate reading.

Lester Gibbons:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick one
book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work at this point is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer may be Narrative Theology and the Hermeneutical Virtues: Humility, Patience,
Prudence why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not



disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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