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Feminine Law: Freud, Free Speech, and the Voice of Desire explores the conjunction between
psychoanalysis and democracy, in particular their shared commitments to free speech. In the process, it
demonstrates how lawful constraints enable an embodied space or “gap” for the potentially disruptive but
also liberating and novel flow of desire and its symbols. This space, intuited by the First Amendment as it is
by Freud’s free association, enables personal and collective sovereignty. By naming a “feminine law,” we
mark the primacy a space between the conceivable and the inconceivable, between knowledge and mystery.

What do political free speech and psychoanalytic free association have in common, besides the word “free”?
And what do Sigmund Freud and Justice Louis Brandeis share besides a world between two great wars? How
is the female body a neglected key to understanding the conditions and contradictions of free discourse? Drs.
Jill Gentile and Michael Macrone take up these questions, and more, in their wide-ranging, often passionate
exploration of the hidden legacy of Freud and the Founding Fathers. These pioneers, through their imprecise
instructions to fight repression, set in motion incessant processes by which we claim power and agency.
These processes come into sharp focus in the analytic clinic. The authors show that psychoanalysis is not just
a method of treatment, but also a practice of “transitional democracy,” in which doctor and patient together
discover the very basis of equality, as they learn how to navigate its essential flux, both in relationships and
in public action.

Feminine Law illustrates these ideas through detailed portraits of political and clinical struggle?in
Constitutional battles and dynamic case studies. It tells stories of victory and setback, advance and retreat.
And it tells the larger story of a dialectical process that is necessary to freedom itself. This story is peopled
by characters such as Freud and the post-Freudians Lacan, Bion, and Winnicott; feminist theorists such as
Benjamin, Gilligan, and Kristeva; the Constitution’s framers and jurists such as Holmes and Brandeis; and
modern legal scholars and contemporary critical theorists. Its thesis is illuminated by ideas from a broad
range of disciplines and literatures, ranging from Athenian politics and Euripidean tragedy to the modern
semiotics of C. S. Peirce and Walker Percy. The tale ultimately reaches a simple but rich conclusion: that
both the talking cure and political free speech reveal the power of a Feminine Law: a law of spaces and
dimensions that preconditions our (necessarily imperfect) pursuit of desire, subjective freedom, and
collective agency. Feminine law opens a democratic space for the potentially disruptive but also liberating
and novel flow of desire and its symbols.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Blanding:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Feminine Law: Freud, Free Speech, and the Voice of Desire.

Terry Kline:

This book untitled Feminine Law: Freud, Free Speech, and the Voice of Desire to be one of several books
this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Dione Wicker:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Feminine Law: Freud, Free Speech, and the
Voice of Desire can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Helen Woodson:

You can find this Feminine Law: Freud, Free Speech, and the Voice of Desire by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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