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Il divino: A glorious exploration of Michelangelo's works
 
Before reaching the tender age of thirty, Michelangelo Buonarroti (1475-1564) had already sculpted David
and Pièta, two of the most famous sculptures in the entire history of art. Like fellow Florentine Leonardo da
Vinci, Michelangelo was a shining star of the Renaissance and a genius of consummate virtuosity. His
achievements as a sculptor, painter, draughtsman, and architect are unique—no artist before or after him has
ever produced such a vast, multi-faceted, and wide-ranging oeuvre. Only a handful of other painters and
sculptors have attained a comparable social status and enjoyed a similar artistic freedom. This is
demonstrated not only by the frescoes of the Sistine Chapel but also by Michelangelo’s monumental
sculptures and his unconventional architectural designs, whose forms went far beyond the accepted
vocabulary of his day. Such was his talent that Michelangelo was considered a demigod by his
contemporaries and was the subject of two biographies during his lifetime. Adoration of this remarkable
man’s work has only increased on the intervening centuries.

Following the success of our XL title Leonardo da Vinci, TASCHEN brings you this massive tome that
explores Michelangelo’s life and work in more depth and detail than ever before. The first part
concentrates on the life of Michelangelo via an extensive and copiously illustrated biographical essay; the
main body of the book presents his work in four parts providing a complete analytical inventory of
Michelangelo’s paintings, sculptures, buildings and drawings. Gorgeous, full page reproductions and
enlarged details bring readers up close to the works.

This sumptuous tome also takes account, to a previously unseen extent, of Michelangelo’s more personal
traits and circumstances, such as his solitary nature, his thirst for money and commissions, his miserliness,
his immense wealth, and his skill as a property investor. In addition, the book tackles the controversial issue
of the attribution of Michelangelo drawings, an area in which decisions continue to be steered by the
interests of the art market and the major collections. This is the definitive volume about Michelangelo for
generations to come.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Silva:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever they have
because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking at a book?
Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Michelangelo: Complete Works.

Nathan Herr:

This book untitled Michelangelo: Complete Works to be one of several books in which best seller in this
year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this
book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no
reason for you to past this book from your list.

Steve Garcia:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
you is Michelangelo: Complete Works this publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of
this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles
that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he
makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Bruce Williamson:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As
we know those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By the book Michelangelo: Complete Works we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Michelangelo: Complete Works. You can
more attractive than now.
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