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In 1986, after years of publishing stories in literary magazines and periodicals, Mary Ward Brown published
her first book, the story collection Tongues of Flame. It soon received regional and national attention, and the
following year won the PEN/Hemingway Award for fiction. Mary Ward Brown was sixty-nine years
old. Though she would go on to write and publish many more stories and a well-received second collection,
It Wasn’t All Dancing, Mary Ward Brown’s late acclaim hardly hints at the rich and varied life that prepared
the way for her success.
 
Fanning the Spark is the story of her life as a writer—her upbringing in rural Alabama; the joys of college,
marriage, and motherhood; the sorrows of becoming a widow; and a lifelong devotion to writing, writers,
and literature, and the company of those who shared those loves, nurturing and feeding her interior life in the
face of many challenges, losses, and obstacles, both emotional and material.
 
Here, in prose every bit as eloquent, evocative, and incisive as her stories, are her remembrances of loved
ones; her letters fraught with worry to her son in Vietnam; periods of emotional isolation and unbidden
silence; her invaluable friendships with renowned writers, editors, and agents; her love of community and
place; and immeasurable delight with every award, speech, and public reading, the many recognitions she
has garnered late in life. Above all, it is the story of the competing demands of art and of life, the constant
struggle between her need to write and the practicalities of family, duty, and day to day living.
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From reader reviews:

Tammy Crider:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when those
information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which one
is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Fanning the Spark: A Memoir as your daily
resource information.

Anne Stewart:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is Fanning the Spark: A Memoir.

Orlando Hernandez:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Fanning the Spark: A Memoir can be the solution,
oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Melissa Peterson:

You can get this Fanning the Spark: A Memoir by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In
the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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