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Recent years have seen the US, UK and other ISAF and Coalition nations enmeshed in protracted, complex
and intense campaigns in Iraq and Afghanistan. Resilient and highly adaptable opponents have operated
asymmetrically, and amongst the people, to negate the technological superiority of the West;
counterinsurgency (COIN) has been the norm. Progress made has been hard won, consuming considerable
resources and testing national will. Despite the achievement of often rapid and spectacular tactical military
successes, the desired political dividends have been slower to materialise and scarcely commensurate with
the investment of national blood and treasure. This has led some to question the utility of military force and
the mood in several Western capitals seems increasingly wary of further stabilisation campaigns abroad. This
sense of caution is reinforced by the global economic downturn and its associated fiscal challenges, which
have encouraged retrenchment in public spending, especially in defence budgets. It would seem timely,
given this context, to reflect upon the utility of force. Following Clausewitz’s reasoning, the utility of force
rests on its instrumentality in achieving a desired policy goal. This monograph contends that this involves
controlling, to a sufficient degree, the adversary’s policy choices, which depends on changing attitudes, and
thence behavior, in a way favorable to our interests. It requires our opponents to embrace our vision of their
political future: they must be convinced to accept this changed political order. The political value of armed
force derives from its power to hurt (its capacity for “killing people and breaking things”); its utility is a
function of how effectively this can be harnessed to influence behavior and achieve control. The ultimate
expression of hard power, armed force can be used to deter, coerce or compel especially in an interstate
conflict when these effects are focused on an enemy government in control of its people. In a confrontation
with an enemy operating amongst the people, such as in stabilisation or COIN campaigns, where control of
the people is contested and political considerations predominate, the power to hurt is diffused and attenuated,
being consciously restrained by policy choices and by legal and moral norms. A greater premium is placed
on persuasion over coercion. Here, activities designed to enhance legitimacy and win consent (for shorthand
termed stabilization) are likely to be more effective, with the military in a subordinate role. By promoting
physical security, it can create the opportunity for other instruments of power to resolve political problems;
but armed force alone may resolve little. This book examines the purpose and dominant characteristics of
military force and highlights the conditions that must obtain if military success is to be translated into
political advantage in the contemporary operating environment. It uses recent British experience in Iraq to
illustrate some of the challenges involved. It concludes that despite the complexity and frustrations of Iraq
and Afghanistan, armed force retains utility in the contemporary operational environment, as long as certain
conditions are met. These are that the missions allocated to the military are appropriate, recognising the
limitations of force; are adequately resourced; are properly integrated with other instruments of national
power; and are underwritten with the requisite political commitment to sustain them over time.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Jones:

The e-book untitled The British Experience in Iraq, 2007: A Perspective on the Utility of Force is the guide
that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did
a lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of The British Experience in Iraq, 2007: A Perspective on the Utility of
Force from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Sean Owens:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking The British Experience in Iraq,
2007: A Perspective on the Utility of Force that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know
world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick The British Experience in Iraq,
2007: A Perspective on the Utility of Force become your own starter.

Ellen Scherer:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top checklist in your reading list is definitely The British Experience in Iraq, 2007: A Perspective on the
Utility of Force. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Sean Jones:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The British Experience in Iraq, 2007: A Perspective on the Utility of Force can
make you sense more interested to read.
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