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When Barack Obama became president, many Americans embraced him as a transformational leader who
would fundamentally change the politics and policy of the country. Yet, two years into his administration,
the public resisted his calls for support and Congress was deadlocked over many of his major policy
proposals. How could this capable new president have difficulty attaining his goals? Did he lack tactical
skills?

In Overreach, respected presidential scholar George Edwards argues that the problem was strategic, not
tactical. He finds that in President Obama's first two years in office, Obama governed on the premise that he
could create opportunities for change by persuading the public and some congressional Republicans to
support his major initiatives. As a result, he proposed a large, expensive, and polarizing agenda in the middle
of a severe economic crisis. The president's proposals alienated many Americans and led to a severe electoral
defeat for the Democrats in the 2010 midterm elections, undermining his ability to govern in the remainder
of his term.

Edwards shows that the president's frustrations were predictable and the inevitable result of
misunderstanding the nature of presidential power. The author demonstrates that the essence of successful
presidential leadership is recognizing and exploiting existing opportunities, not in creating them through
persuasion. When Obama succeeded in passing important policies, it was by mobilizing Democrats who
were already predisposed to back him. Thus, to avoid overreaching, presidents should be alert to the
limitations of their power to persuade and rigorously assess the possibilities for obtaining public and
congressional support in their environments.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Grimes:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Overreach: Leadership in the
Obama Presidency. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options
or other social media.

Jean Spence:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Overreach: Leadership in the
Obama Presidency is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Dustin Singh:

This Overreach: Leadership in the Obama Presidency are generally reliable for you who want to be described
as a successful person, why. The reason why of this Overreach: Leadership in the Obama Presidency can be
one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a
person with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy,
you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
Overreach: Leadership in the Obama Presidency forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example
rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have
it and revel in reading.

Elmer Dooley:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Overreach: Leadership in the Obama
Presidency to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and
reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the
guide Overreach: Leadership in the Obama Presidency can to be your friend when you're sense alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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