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A lively investigation of the official and unofficial meanings of Stalinist celebrations.

"An impressive and highly readable book that... casts a clear and disturbing light on the relationship of
Stalinist mythology, state power, popular participation, and the unending complexities of social and cultural
survival mechanisms and daily life." ?Richard Stites

In the Soviet Union in the 1930s, public celebrations flourished while Stalinist repression intensified. What
explains this coincidence of terror and celebration? Using popular media and drawing extensively on
documents from previously inaccessible Soviet archives, Karen Petrone demonstrates that to dismiss Soviet
celebrations as mere diversion is to lose a valuable opportunity for understanding how the Soviet system
operated. As the state attempted to mobilize citizens to participate in the project to create New Soviet men
and women, celebration culture became more than a means to distract a population suffering from poverty
and deprivation. The planning and execution of celebrations reflected the Soviet intelligentsia’s efforts to
bring social and cultural enlightenment to the people. Physical culture demonstrations, celebrations of Arctic
and aviation exploits, the Pushkin Centennial of 1937 and the 20th Anniversary of the October Revolution,
and the celebration of New Year’s Day were opportunities for the Soviet leadership to fuse traditional
prerevolutionary values and practices with socialist ideology in an effort to educate its citizens and build
support for the state and its policies. However, official celebrations were often appropriated by citizens for
purposes that were unanticipated and unsanctioned by the state. Through celebrations, Soviet citizens created
hybrid identities and defined their places in the emerging Stalinist hierarchy, allowing them to uphold the
Soviet order while arrests and executions were rampant. This rich look at celebrations reveals the complex
dialogues and negotiations between citizens and leaders in the endeavor to create Soviet culture.

Karen Petrone is Assistant Professor of History at the University of Kentucky.

Indiana-Michigan Series in Russian and East European Studies?Alexander Rabinowitch and William G.
Rosenberg, editors
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From reader reviews:

Lillian Carlucci:

This Life Has Become More Joyous, Comrades: Celebrations in the Time of Stalin (Indiana-Michigan Series
in Russian and East European Studies) tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this Life Has Become More Joyous, Comrades: Celebrations in the
Time of Stalin (Indiana-Michigan Series in Russian and East European Studies) can be one of several great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone
with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring
it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Life Has
Become More Joyous, Comrades: Celebrations in the Time of Stalin (Indiana-Michigan Series in Russian
and East European Studies) giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run
of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Ernie Fleishman:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Life Has Become More Joyous, Comrades:
Celebrations in the Time of Stalin (Indiana-Michigan Series in Russian and East European Studies), it is
possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is
it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.

Frances Drury:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to
your account is Life Has Become More Joyous, Comrades: Celebrations in the Time of Stalin (Indiana-
Michigan Series in Russian and East European Studies) this book consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
research when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Michael Kenney:

You can find this Life Has Become More Joyous, Comrades: Celebrations in the Time of Stalin (Indiana-
Michigan Series in Russian and East European Studies) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or



reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right
ways for you.
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