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Considered by many historians to be the birthplace of the Confederacy, South Carolina experienced one of
the longest and most turbulent Reconstruction periods of all the southern states. After the Civil War, white
supremacist leadership in the state fiercely resisted the efforts of freed slaves to secure full citizenship rights
and to remake society based upon an expansive vision of freedom forged in slavery and the crucible of war.
Despite numerous obstacles, African Americans achieved remarkable social and political advances in the ten
years following the war, including the establishment of the state's first publicly-funded school system and
health care for the poor. Through their efforts, the state's political process and social fabric became more
democratic.

Peter F. Lau traces the civil rights movement in South Carolina from Reconstruction through the early
twenty-first century. He stresses that the movement was shaped by local, national, and international
circumstances in which individuals worked to redefine and expand the meaning and practice of democracy
beyond the borders of their own state. Contrary to recent scholars who separate civil rights claims from
general calls for economic justice, Lau asserts that African American demands for civil rights have been
inseparable from broader demands for a redistribution of social and economic power. Using the tension
between rights possession and rights application as his organizing theme, Lau fundamentally revises our
understanding of the civil rights movement in America.

In addition to considering South Carolina's pivotal role in the national civil rights movement, Lau offers a
comprehensive analysis of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
during the height of its power and influence, from 1910 through the years following Brown v. Board of
Education (1954). During this time, the NAACP worked to ensure the rights guaranteed to African
Americans by the 14th and 15th amendments and facilitated the emergence of a broad-based movement that
included many of the nation's rural and most marginalized people.

By examining events that occurred in South Carolina and the impact of the activities of the NAACP,
Democracy Rising upends traditional interpretations of the civil rights movement in America. In their place,
Lau offers an innovative way to understand the struggle for black equality by tracing the movement of
people, institutions, and ideas across boundaries of region, nation, and identity. Ultimately, the book
illustrates how conflicts caused by the state's history of racial exclusion and discrimination continue to shape
modern society.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Whisler:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying
a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Democracy Rising: South Carolina
and the Fight for Black Equality since 1865 (Civil Rights and Struggle) book because book offers you rich
info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as
you know.

James Ronquillo:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon.
The Democracy Rising: South Carolina and the Fight for Black Equality since 1865 (Civil Rights and
Struggle) offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Faye Berg:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Democracy Rising: South
Carolina and the Fight for Black Equality since 1865 (Civil Rights and Struggle) which is finding the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Nancy Landry:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several
books in the top list in your reading list is definitely Democracy Rising: South Carolina and the Fight for
Black Equality since 1865 (Civil Rights and Struggle). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides
can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get many
advantages.
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