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During the twentieth century, the U.S. Naval Academy evolved from a racist institution to one that ranked
equal opportunity among its fundamental tenets. This transformation was not without its social cost,
however, and black midshipmen bore the brunt of it.

Blue & Gold and Black is the history of integration of African Americans into the Naval Academy. The book
examines how civil rights advocates’ demands for equal opportunity shaped the Naval Academy’s evolution.
Author Robert J. Schneller Jr. analyzes how changes in the Academy’s policies and culture affected the lives
of black midshipmen, as well as how black midshipmen effected change in the Academy’s policies and
culture.

Most institutional history is written from the top down, while most social history is written from the bottom
up. Based on the documentary record as well as on the memories of hundreds of midshipmen and naval
officers, Blue & Gold and Black includes both perspectives. By examining both the institution and the
individual, a much more accurate picture emerges of how racial integration occurred at the Naval Academy.

Schneller takes a biographical approach to social history. Through written correspondence, responses to
questionnaires, memoirs, and oral histories, African American midshipmen recount their experiences in their
own words. Rather than setting adrift their humanity and individuality in oceans of statistics, Schneller uses
their first-hand recollections to provide insights into the Academy’s culture that cannot be gained from
official records. Covering the Jim Crow era, the civil rights movement, and the empowerment of African
Americans from the late 1960s through the end of the twentieth century, Blue & Gold and Black traces the
transformation of an institution that produces men and women who lead not only the Navy, but also the
nation.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Carr:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Blue &
Gold and Black: Racial Integration of the U.S. Naval Academy (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University
Military History Series)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your
time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
different opinion?

Jeanne Linder:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Blue & Gold and Black: Racial
Integration of the U.S. Naval Academy (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) is
simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read
it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Omar Yoder:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Blue & Gold and Black: Racial Integration of the U.S.
Naval Academy (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) can give you a lot of
buddies because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer
you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you
to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Blue & Gold and Black: Racial Integration of the U.S.
Naval Academy (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series).

Ilene Bixler:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. From the
book Blue & Gold and Black: Racial Integration of the U.S. Naval Academy (Williams-Ford Texas A&M
University Military History Series) we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For
being creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim.
Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Blue & Gold and Black: Racial Integration of the U.S.
Naval Academy (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series). You can more attractive



than now.
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