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In March 1997, thirty-nine people in Rancho Santa Fe, California, ritually terminated their lives. To
outsiders, it was a mass suicide. To insiders, it was a graduation. This act was the culmination of over two
decades of spiritual and social development for the members of Heaven’s Gate, a religious group focused on
transcending humanity and the Earth, and seeking salvation in the literal heavens on board a UFO. 

 

In this fascinating overview, Benjamin Zeller not only explores the question of why the members of
Heaven’s Gate committed ritual suicides, but interrogates the origin and evolution of the religion, its appeal,
and its practices. By tracking the development of the history, social structure, and worldview of Heaven’s
Gate, Zeller draws out the ways in which the movement was both a reflection and a microcosm of larger
American culture.The group emerged out of engagement with Evangelical Christianity, the New Age
movement, science fiction and UFOs, and conspiracy theories, and it evolved in response to the religious
quests of baby boomers, new religions of the counterculture, and the narcissistic pessimism of the 1990s.
Thus, Heaven’s Gate not only reflects the context of its environment, but also reveals how those forces
interacted in the form of a single religious body. 

 

In the only book-length study of Heaven’s Gate, Zeller traces the roots of the movement, examines its beliefs
and practices, and tells the captivating story of the people of Heaven’s Gate.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Myers:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Heaven's Gate: America's UFO Religion
book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred
per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Leslie Bennett:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have read will be
Heaven's Gate: America's UFO Religion.

Dan Flood:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Heaven's Gate: America's UFO Religion your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead
of. The Heaven's Gate: America's UFO Religion giving you another experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Joseph Johnson:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication Heaven's Gate: America's UFO Religion was filled regarding science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when
they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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