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Questioning a literary history that, since Ian Watt's Rise of the Novel, has privileged the courtship plot, Kelly
Hager proposes an equally powerful but overlooked narrative focusing on the failed marriage. Hager maps
the legal history of marriage and divorce, providing crucial background as she reveals the prevalence of the
failed-marriage plot in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century British novels. Dickens's novels emerge as
representative case studies in their preoccupations with the disintegration of marriage, the far-reaching and
disastrous effects of the doctrine of coverture, and the comic, spectacular, and monstrous possibilities
afforded by the failed-marriage plot. Setting his narratives alongside the writings of liberal reformers like
John Stuart Mill and the seemingly conservative agendas of Caroline Norton, Eliza Lynn Linton, and Sarah
Stickney Ellis, Hager also offers a more contextualized account of the competing strands of the Woman
Question. In the course of her revisionist readings of Dickens's novels, Hager uncovers a Dickens who is
neither the conservative agent of the patriarchy nor a novelistic Jeremy Bentham, and reveals that tipping the
marriage plot on its head forces us to adjust our understanding of the complexities of Victorian proto-
feminism.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Schanz:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one works
to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then you have
it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not happen
inside you if you take Dickens and the Rise of Divorce: The Failed-Marriage Plot and the Novel Tradition as
your daily resource information.

Jared Smith:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get
a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader
with their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always
try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of
them is this Dickens and the Rise of Divorce: The Failed-Marriage Plot and the Novel Tradition.

Philip Cooper:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This Dickens and the Rise of Divorce: The Failed-
Marriage Plot and the Novel Tradition can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this
one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This
particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly
your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why
hesitate? We need to have Dickens and the Rise of Divorce: The Failed-Marriage Plot and the Novel
Tradition.

Dennis Green:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and Dickens and the Rise of Divorce: The Failed-
Marriage Plot and the Novel Tradition or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher
or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case,



beside science e-book, any other book likes Dickens and the Rise of Divorce: The Failed-Marriage Plot and
the Novel Tradition to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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