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Named one of “the best Russian novels of the 21st Century,” The Underground is the unforgettable
story of an abandoned mixed-race boy navigating the wondrous and terrifying city of Moscow before
the Soviet Union’s collapse.

“I am Moscow’s underground son, the result of one too many nights on the town.” So begins the story of
Mbobo, the precocious 12-year-old narrator of this captivating novel by exiled Uzbek author and BBC
journalist Hamid Ismailov. Born to a Siberian woman and an African athlete who came to compete in the
1980 Moscow Olympics, Mbobo must navigate the complexities of being a fatherless, mixed-raced boy in
the shaky terrain of the Soviet Union before its collapse.

With echoes of Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man and Fyodor Dostoevsky’s Notes from Underground,
Ismailov’s novel tackles head-on the problems of race and the relationship between the individual and
society in a thoroughly modern context. While paying homage to great Russian authors of the
past—Dostoevsky, Turgenev, Gorky, Nabokov, and Pushkin—Ismailov emerges as a master of a new kind
of Russian writing that revels in the sordid reality and diversity of the country today. Named one of “the best
Russian novels of the 21st Century" (Continent Magazine), The Underground is a dizzying and moving tour
of the Soviet capital, on the surface and beneath, before its colossal fall.
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From reader reviews:

Tyrell Gutierrez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Underground. Try to face the book The Underground
as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience
along with knowledge with this book.

Karen Strickland:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for all of us. The book The Underground has been making you to know
about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-
book The Underground is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend
when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
while using book The Underground. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Michelle Han:

This The Underground are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main
reason of this The Underground can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more
than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in
the e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Underground giving you an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Gail Blakely:

The Underground can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight
away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every
word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Underground however doesn't forget the main place, giving
the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.
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