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Titles in The Listener’s Companion: A Scarecrow Press Music Series provide readers with a deeper
understanding of key musical genres and the work of major artists and composers. Aimed at nonspecialists,
each volume explains in clear and accessible language how to listen to works from particular artists,
composers, and genres. Looking at the context in which the music appeared as well as its form, authors
explore with readers the environments in which key musical works were written and performed—from a
1950s bebop concert at the Village Vanguard to a performance of Handel’s Messiah in eighteenth-century
Germany.

Along with his contemporaries Chopin and Wagner, Verdi is among the few composers whose place in the
musical pantheon is based almost entirely upon the mastery of a single genre. This is largely owing to his
staggering output in a career that lasted over fifty years. Several of his operas occupy the nucleus of the
modern repertoire, and Verdi almost single-handedly maintained the Italian lyric tradition against the tide of
Wagnerian music drama. In his final years, he virtually reinvented Italian opera. Indeed, Verdi’s life and
music came to be so intimately associated with the Italian unification movement known as the Risorgimento
that he is still revered as a great national figure in his homeland.

In Experiencing Verdi: A Listener’s Companion, Donald Sanders combines biography with simple, concise
musical analysis. Summarizing the evolution of Italian opera and the bel canto tradition that prevailed at the
beginning of Verdi’s career, Sanders takes readers on a leisurely tour of eleven of Verdi’s most important
operas and of the Manzoni Requiem and concludes with a look at Verdi’s influence on later composers like
Giacomo Puccini, his place in the modern repertoire, and his role as an Italian patriot.

With a timeline, glossary of basic musical terms, and selected reading and listening recommendations,
Experiencing Verdi will engage opera lovers at all levels, from those just starting to listen, learn, and enjoy to
musical devotees.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Saunders:

The feeling that you get from Experiencing Verdi: A Listener's Companion is the more deep you digging the
information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is
hard to know but Experiencing Verdi: A Listener's Companion giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Experiencing Verdi: A Listener's Companion
instantly.

James Hose:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the guide untitled Experiencing Verdi: A Listener's Companion can be good book to read. May
be it may be best activity to you.

Nettie Powers:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure. People
is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time
coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is usually Experiencing Verdi: A Listener's Companion.

Mario Davis:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Experiencing Verdi: A Listener's
Companion guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand
by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill
only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Experiencing Verdi: A Listener's
Companion as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can
break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to
another sixth sense.
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