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The Mirth of Nations is a social and historical study of jokes told in the principal English-speaking countries.
It is based on use of archives and other primary sources, including old and rare joke books. Davies makes
detailed comparisons between the humor of specific pairs of nations and ethnic and regional groups. In this
way, he achieves an appreciation of the unique characteristics of the humor of each nation or group.

A tightly argued book, The Mirth of Nations uses the comparative method to undermine existing theories of
humor, which are rooted in notions of hostility, conflict, and superiority, and derive ultimately from Hobbes
and Freud. Instead Davies argues that humor merely plays with aggression and with rule-breaking, and that
the form this play takes is determined by social structures and intellectual traditions. It is not related to actual
conflicts between groups. In particular, Davies convincingly argues that Jewish humor and jokes are neither
uniquely nor overwhelmingly self-mocking as many writers since Freud have suggested. Rather Jewish
jokes, like Scottish humor and jokes are the product of a strong cultural tradition of analytical thinking and
intelligent self-awareness.

The volume shows that the forty-year popularity of the Polish joke cycle in America was not a product of
any special negative feeling towards Poles. Jokes are not serious and are not a form of determined aggression
against others or against one’s own group. The Mirth of Nations is readable as well as revisionist. It is written
with great clarity and puts forward difficult and complex arguments without jargon in an accessible manner.
Its rich use of examples of all kinds of humor entertains the reader, who will enjoy a great variety of jokes
while being enlightened by the author’s careful explanations of why particular sets of jokes exist and are
immensely popular. The book will appeal to general readers as well as those in cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Hudson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the publication untitled The Mirth of Nations can be excellent book to read.
May be it is usually best activity to you.

Julia Flowers:

The book untitled The Mirth of Nations contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex
idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you
can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new period
of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product,
so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you
can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Shawn Calvin:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is The Mirth of Nations this publication consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study
when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Scott Harrington:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book The Mirth of Nations was filled in relation to science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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