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Deserts are commonly imagined as barren, defiled, worthless places, wastelands in need of development.
This understanding has fueled extensive anti-desertification efforts -- a multimillion-dollar global campaign
driven by perceptions of a looming crisis. In this book, Diana Davis argues that estimates of desertification
have been significantly exaggerated and that deserts and drylands -- which constitute about 41% of the
earth's landmass -- are actually resilient and biodiverse environments in which a great many indigenous
people have long lived sustainably. Meanwhile, contemporary arid lands development programs and anti-
desertification efforts have met with little success. As Davis explains, these environments are not governed
by the equilibrium ecological dynamics that apply in most other regions.

Davis shows that our notion of the arid lands as wastelands derives largely from politically motivated Anglo-
European colonial assumptions that these regions had been laid waste by "traditional" uses of the land.
Unfortunately, such assumptions still frequently inform policy. Drawing on political ecology and
environmental history, Davis traces changes in our understanding of deserts, from the benign views of the
classical era to Christian associations of the desert with sinful activities to later (neo)colonial assumptions of
destruction. She further explains how our thinking about deserts is problematically related to our conceptions
of forests and desiccation. Davis concludes that a new understanding of the arid lands as healthy, natural, but
variable ecosystems that do not necessarily need improvement or development will facilitate a more
sustainable future for the world's magnificent drylands.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Yerkes:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Arid Lands: History, Power,
Knowledge (History for a Sustainable Future), you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you
still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Willie Wilson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Arid Lands:
History, Power, Knowledge (History for a Sustainable Future) which is obtaining the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's view.

Donald Corbett:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other. Do
you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just spending your
time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the top list in your
reading list is usually The Arid Lands: History, Power, Knowledge (History for a Sustainable Future). This
book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Mae Bushee:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The Arid Lands:
History, Power, Knowledge (History for a Sustainable Future).
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