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Among postimpressionist painters, Van Gogh, Seurat, Cézanne, and Gauguin produced a remarkable body of
work that responded to a cultural and spiritual crisis in the avant-garde world—influences that pushed them
toward an increasing reliance on science, literature, and occultism. In Revelation of Modernism, renowned
art historian Albert Boime reappraises specific works by these masters from a perspective more appreciative
of the individuals’ inner conflicts, offering the art world a new understanding of a period fraught with
apocalyptic fears and existential anxieties.

Building on the seminal observations of Sven Lövgren from a half-century ago, Boime rejects popular
notions of “art for art’s sake” and rethinks an entire movement to suggest that history, rather than expressive
urge, is the driving force that shapes art. He reconsiders familiar masterpieces from a fresh perspective,
situating the art in the contexts of history both real and speculative, of contemporary philosophy, and of
science to depict modernism as a development that ultimately failed.

Boime expands on what we think we know about these figures and produces startling new revelations about
their work. From the political history of Seurat’s Parade de cirque to the astronomical foundations of Van
Gogh’s Starry Night, he draws analogies between literary sources and social, personal, and political
strategies that have eluded most art historians. He offers a richer and more complex vision of Cézanne,
considering the artist as an Old Testament figure in search of the Promised Landscape. And he provides a
particularly detailed look at Gauguin—on whom Boime has never previously published—that takes a closer
look at the artist’s The Vision after the Sermon and its allusions to Eliphas Lévi’s writings, sheds light on the
sources for From whence do we come? and offers new thoughts about Gauguin’s various self-portraits.

Boime’s latest contribution further testifies to his status as one of our most important living art historians. As
entertaining as it is eloquent, Revelation of Modernism is a bold and groundbreaking work that should be
required reading for all who wish to understand the contradictory origins and development of modernism and
its role in history.
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From reader reviews:

Gina Gregg:

The book Revelation of Modernism: Responses to Cultural Crises in Fin-de-siecle Painting make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading
through a book Revelation of Modernism: Responses to Cultural Crises in Fin-de-siecle Painting being your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several
or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Revelation of Modernism:
Responses to Cultural Crises in Fin-de-siecle Painting. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book
or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Linda Spaulding:

The reserve with title Revelation of Modernism: Responses to Cultural Crises in Fin-de-siecle Painting
includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This
specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Debbie Clark:

Beside this particular Revelation of Modernism: Responses to Cultural Crises in Fin-de-siecle Painting in
your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information
and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Revelation of Modernism: Responses to Cultural
Crises in Fin-de-siecle Painting because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you
have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Elizabeth Rivera:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. Through the
book Revelation of Modernism: Responses to Cultural Crises in Fin-de-siecle Painting we can take more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book
Revelation of Modernism: Responses to Cultural Crises in Fin-de-siecle Painting. You can more pleasing



than now.
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