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The eighteenth-century Enlightenment saw the birth of the concept of modernity - of an era which sought
legitimacy not from the past but from the future. No longer would human beings invoke the authority of
tradition; instead, the societies emerging in the West would justify themselves by their success, through the
application of scientific knowledge, in increasing control of the world. Ever since this idea of modernity was
formulated, it has provoked immense debate. In exploring this debate, Alex Callinicos provides a wide-
ranging historical and introduction to social theory which traces its connections with central themes in
modern philosophy, with the development of political economy, and with the impact of evolutionary biology
on social thought. The theorists treated include Montesquieu, Adam Smith and the Scottish Enlightenment,
Hegel, Marx, Tocqueville, Maistre, Gobineau, Darwin, Spencer, Kautsky, Nietzsche, Durkheim, Weber,
Simmel, Freud, Luk, Gramsci, Heidegger, Keynes, Hayek, Parsons, the Frankfurt School, L, Althusser,
Foucault, Habermas and Bourdieu. A concluding chapter considers the contemporary condition of social
theory including the analysis of "late modernity" by Ulrich Beck and Anthony Giddens. Alex Callinicos's
volume provides a remarkably comprehensive and lucid account of social theory. It will be essential reading
for students of politics, sociology and social and political thought.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Fleischmann:

In other case, little people like to read book Social Theory: A Historical Introduction. You can choose the
best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book Social Theory:
A Historical Introduction. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you
feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

George Falls:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Social Theory: A Historical
Introduction will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It
isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book
with you?

Maxine Whitley:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Social Theory: A Historical
Introduction that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how
they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man
or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you could pick Social Theory: A Historical Introduction become your own
personal starter.

Ralph Sanchez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Social Theory: A Historical
Introduction publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Social Theory: A Historical
Introduction as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break
don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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