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The 1866 Civil Rights Act is one of the most monumental pieces of legislation in American history, figuring
into almost every subsequent piece of legislation dealing with civil rights for the next century. While
numerous scholars have looked at it in the larger social and political context of Reconstruction and its
relationship with the Fourteenth Amendment, this will be the first book that focuses on its central role in the
long history of civil rights. As George Rutherglen argues, the Act has structured debates and controversies
about civil rights up to the present. The history of the Act itself speaks to the fundamental issues that
continue to surround civil rights law: the contested meaning of racial equality; the distinction between public
and private action; the division of power between the states and the federal government; and the role of the
Supreme Court and Congress in implementing constitutional principles. Slavery, Freedom, and Civil Rights
shows that the Act was not just an archetypal piece of Radical Republican legislation or merely a precursor
to the Fourteenth Amendment. While its enactment led directly to passage of the amendment, their
simultaneous existence going forward initiated a longstanding debate over the relationship between the two,
and by proxy the Courts and Congress. How extensive was the Act's reach in relation to the Amendment?
Could it regulate private discrimination? Supersede state law? What power did it endow to Congress, as
opposed to the Courts? The debate spawned an important body of judicial doctrine dealing with almost all of
the major issues in civil rights, and this book positions both the Act and its legacy in a broad historical
canvas.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Flint:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Civil Rights in the Shadow of Slavery: The Constitution, Common Law, and
the Civil Rights Act of 1866.

Omar Stewart:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Civil Rights in
the Shadow of Slavery: The Constitution, Common Law, and the Civil Rights Act of 1866? Maybe it is to be
best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can
cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Charles Buffington:

The book Civil Rights in the Shadow of Slavery: The Constitution, Common Law, and the Civil Rights Act
of 1866 give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book Civil Rights in the Shadow of Slavery:
The Constitution, Common Law, and the Civil Rights Act of 1866 to become your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You can know everything if you like wide open and read a guide Civil Rights in the Shadow of Slavery: The
Constitution, Common Law, and the Civil Rights Act of 1866. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Robert Hensley:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This publication Civil Rights in the Shadow of Slavery: The Constitution, Common
Law, and the Civil Rights Act of 1866 was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the
book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern
era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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